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Office of the Secretary of Defense § 367.4

and authorities of the ASD(HA), as pre-
scribed herein.

§ 367.2 Applicability. 
This part applies to the Office of the 

Secretary of Defense (OSD), the Mili-
tary Departments, the Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, the Unified Com-
batant Commands, the Office of the In-
spector General of the Department of 
Defense, the Defense Agencies, and the 
DoD Field Activities (hereafter re-
ferred to collectively as ‘‘the DoD 
Components’’).

§ 367.3 Responsibilities and functions. 
The Assistant Secretary of Defense 

for Health Affairs, as the principal 
staff assistant and advisor to the Under 
Secretary of Defense for Personnel and 
Readiness (USD(P&R)) and the Sec-
retary and Deputy Secretary of De-
fense for all DoD health policies, pro-
grams, and activities, shall effectively 
execute the Department’s medical mis-
sion, which is to provide, and to main-
tain readiness to provide, medical serv-
ices and support to members of the 
Armed Forces during military oper-
ations, and to provide medical services 
and support to members of the Armed 
Forces, their dependents, and others 
entitled to DoD medical care. 

(a) In carrying out these responsibil-
ities, the ASD(HA) shall exercise au-
thority, direction, and control over the 
medical personnel, facilities, programs, 
funding, and other resources within the 
Department of Defense, including, but 
not limited to: 

(1) Establishing policies, procedures, 
and standards that shall govern DoD 
medical programs. 

(2) Serving as program manager for 
all DoD health and medical resources. 
Preparing and submitting in the De-
partment’s planning, programming, 
and budgeting system (PPBS) a unified 
medical program and budget to provide 
resources for all medical activities 
within the Department of Defense. 
Consistent with applicable law, all 
funding for the DoD medical program, 
including operation and maintenance, 
procurement, and the Civilian Health 
and Medical Program of the Uniformed 
Services, but excluding funds for active 

and reserve medical military per-
sonnel, shall be accounted for in a sin-
gle defense medical appropriations ac-
count. Funds for medical facility mili-
tary construction shall be in a sepa-
rate, single appropriations account. 

(3) Presenting and justifying the uni-
fied medical program and budget 
throughout the PPBS process, includ-
ing representations before the Con-
gress. 

(4) Co-chairing with the Director, De-
fense Research and Engineering, the 
Armed Services Biomedical Research 
Evaluation and Management Com-
mittee, which facilities consideration 
of DoD biomedical research. 

(5) Performing such other functions 
as the USD(P&R) and the Secretary of 
Defense may prescribe. 

(b) The ASD(HA) may not direct a 
change in the structure of the chain of 
command within a Military Depart-
ment with respect to medical personnel 
and may not direct a change in the 
structure of the chain of command 
with respect to medical personnel as-
signed to that command.

§ 367.4 Relationships. 

(a) In the performance of assigned re-
sponsibilities and functions, the 
ASD(HA) shall serve under the author-
ity, direction, and control of the 
USD(P&R) and shall: 

(1) Report directly to the USD(P&R). 
(2) Exercise authority, direction, and 

control over: 
(i) The Director, Office of Civilian 

Health and Medical Program of the 
Uniformed Services. 

(ii) The Director, Defense Medical 
Programs Activity. 

(iii) The Director, Armed Forces In-
stitute of Pathology. 

(iv) The President, Uniformed Serv-
ices University of the Health Sciences 
(USUHS), pursuant to the authority 
vested in the Secretary of Defense by 
10 U.S.C. chapter 104, except that the 
authority to appoint the President of 
the USUHS is reserved to the Sec-
retary of Defense. 

(v) Such other subordinate officials 
as may be assigned. 
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